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"When Frederick the Great asked the
court preacher for an unanswerable
proof, in one word, of the inspiration of
the Bible, he replied - 'The Jew, your
Majesty.' The emblem of the Jewish Race
is a Bush Burning and Unconsumed."
Clarence Larkin
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Who are the Jews?
past, present, &
future02

T H E
J E W S

The Jews are 
God's  chosen people

preserved throughout time;
just as the burning bush was
unconsumed, so are the Jews.

The remarkable lineage of
the nation of Israel

surrounded by Divine
Presence is like no other. 
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a people for a

purpose Massive polytheistic kingdoms (Assyrians, Babylonians, Egyptians, Greeks,
Romans) have risen and fallen throughout time, but yet the Jew continues
to be preserved. Why? To prove that there is ONE God.
The Jews have been entrusted with the oracles of God (Romans 3:1-2)
 The Jews were used so that through them God would give a Savior. The
genealogy of Christ has been carefully preserved in Scripture since the days
of Adam.
The Jews, a chosen race, has been used to save the world from moral
decay.

1.

2.
3.

4.

Read: John 4:22, Matthew 5:13-16, Acts 15:13-18, Romans 11:1-5, 11-12, 15, 17, 23-27 

S A L V A T I O N  I S  O F  T H E  J E W S

When Jesus told the woman at the well that salvation is of the
Jews did He simply mean that He, the Savior, came from the
Jewish race? How does preservation of Jews affect the world?
Can you name incidents when Jews lost their savor and the world
rapidly degenerated? 
Consider the two olive trees discussed in Romans: the
good/cultivated tree and the wild tree. How many branches of
the good olive tree were broken off in verse 17? Why not all of the
branches (see v. 5)? Name other examples when God saves a
remnant.
Are the root and trunk of the olive tree still alive? What happens
when the wild branches are grafted among the good branches?
Are the wild branches grafted "instead of" the good branches? 
If the good tree is not rooted up with a wild tree being planted in
its place, then what does this tell you about the claim that the
Church has supplanted Judaism and fallen heir to all of their
promises? 
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Abrahamic Covenant - unconditional promises

Land & to be a great nation (Genesis 12:1-2)
Land to be given to descendants (Genesis 12:7)
All the land you see & descendants as dust of earth (Genesis 13:15-16)
Descendants numbered as stars (Genesis 15:5, 18)
Descendants multiplied as stars of the heaven and sand on seashore (Genesis
22:16-17)
Promises unconditionally confirmed with Isaac (Genesis 26:1-4)
Promises unconditionally confirmed with Jacob (Genesis 28:10-15) 

Progressive Promises

 In what ways have these promises been fulfilled? What portion
remains unfulfilled? 

bc 606 - Babylon took the jews captive. Shortly thereafter,

Jerusalem was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar (Babylonian king)

in bc 587. after 70 years of captivity in bc 536, 40,000+ jews

returned to rebuild their city and temple. The temple was

dedicated 20 years later & city walls took another 70 years,

completion in bc 445. although the jews returned, they never

secured supremacy but rather remained subject to various

conquerors of their land

bc 168 - Antiochus Epiphanes, King of Syria, took Jerusalem,

desecrated and closed the temple, & persecuted the Jews

bc 63 - Judea became subject to Rome

bc 5 - students of prophecy knew the set time for "Messiah the

Prince" (Daniel 9:25) was close and began frequenting the

temple for the "consolation of Israel" (Luke 2:25, 26)

Jesus's claim as the Messiah was rejected by His people. They

joined hands with the gentiles and cried, "Crucify Him."

ad 70 - the romans swarm the temple with blazing torches.

Nothing was left except the rock on which it stood. Josephus

records over 1 million jews died, approximately 97,000 were

taken captive, and the rest were scattered among the nations

of the earth. This is believed to fulfill Daniel 9:26. 

I n  w e e k  o n e  w e  r a n  t h r o u g h  a  h i s t o r i c a l  t i m e l i n e  h i t t i n g
a  f e w  h i g h  p o i n t s .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  n o t  m e a n t  t o  b e  a l l -
i n c l u s i v e  b u t  d o e s  h i t  o t h e r  n o t e w o r t h y  e v e n t s  i n  I s r a e l ' s
h i s t o r y .

their

past
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ad 135 - The jews revolt against the romans and Hadrian

completes the Dispersion after killing 580,000 jews and

forbidding them to approach the new roman city that had been

built in Jerusalem's place or else they would be killed. This is

believed to fulfill a prophecy written 885 years prior, Micah

3:12. 

ad 312 - Constantine's conversion to christianity caused jews

to be a condemned and persecuted sect for their part in pagan

persecutions of the early church

ad 1020 - England banished all Jews & by ad 1068 the only

burial place for jews was in Cripplegate, London. Jews in

Europe were hunted during the holy wars and any Jew not

willing to submit to Baptism was required to pay and defray

expenses of the war. 

ad 1096 - The first crusades, began. A dark time for the jews

with much massacre, fanning the flames of antisemitism

ad 1272 - up to the time of Edward I in England, the crown

claimed to own the jew and all his possessions. Edward 1

drove 16,500 jews from england and for nearly 400 years

there is no evidence of jews in England.

ad 1306 - on the morning of the fast commemorating the

destruction of Jerusalem, 100,000 jews were stripped of

possessions and cast out of France. They were allowed to

return 10 years later, but in ad 1683 all jews were again

ordered out of all French colonies. They were banished until

1723 when Louis xv allowed them to have real estate in France

again. 

ad 1348 - the plague of black death swept over Europe and

killed 1/4 of its population but the jews were only lightly

affected due to their strict ceremonial law and hygienic

requirements. Suspicion caused them to be blamed for

poisoning wells and springs, thus Germany ordered the

extermination of the jew. 

M a t t h e w  2 7 : 2 2 - 2 5  r e c o r d s  t h e  J e w s '  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r
C h r i s t ' s  c r u c i f i x i o n  a n d  t h e i r  a g r e e m e n t ,  " H i s  b l o o d  b e  o n
u s  a n d  o n  o u r  c h i l d r e n . "  N o t h i n g  d e s c r i b e s  t h e i r  t u r m o i l
b e t t e r .  W e  w i l l  t a k e  a  b r i e f  l o o k  a t  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s ,
p o s t - c r u c i f i x i o n ,  a n d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  t h a t  a l i g n  w i t h  t h a t
d e c l a r a t i o n .

their

present
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ad 1492 - The spanish inquisition was used to consolidate power

in the monarchy and combat heresy, therefore, the apostate

jews disappeared in large numbers. some were seen again

years later after incarceration in dark, chilly, subterranean

dungeons; they were pale, emaciated, & semi-insane. Many were

led to the chamber of the "Iron Maiden" which was an iron

casket-like instrument resembling a woman and studded with

iron nails on the inside. To the demise of the Jew, the spring of

the maiden would close shut piercing their body, and releasing

its remains to  pit below. finally ferdinand and Isabella

banished all jews from Spain. The indescribable tortures and

sentiments toward the jews lasted for over 200 years in

Spain.

ad 1753 - England passed the Jewish naturalization bill, but

due to opposition it was repealed a year later

ad 1776 - the U.S. signs the declaration of independence

offering freedom for the jew 

ad 1938-1945 - holocaust in germany. nearly 6 million jews

methodically exterminated across Europe. 

ad 1947 - the united nations approves Israel as a jewish state

ad 1967 - the six day war against Egypt, syria, and jordan ends

with Israel defeating arab forces and taking back the sinai

peninsula, the West Bank, & the Golan heights. arab leaders

meet and agree to not recognize Israel, therefore, no

negotiations...no peace.

ad 2017 - the U.S. extends formal recognition of Jerusalem

being the capital of Israel

ad 2020 - Israel and the united arab emirates sign a peace

treaty, the Abraham accords. The UAE became the 3rd of 22

arab countries to normalize its relationship with Israel

(following Egypt in 1979 and Jordan in 1994). the agreement

was signed by the U.S. Whitehouse on September 15, 2020.

T o d a y ,  t h e  J e w s  d o  n o t  h a v e  K i n g s ,  J u d g e s ,  P r o p h e t s ,  o r  i n s p i r e d
w r i t e r s .  T h e i r  l a s t  G r e a t  P r o p h e t  w a s  J e s u s ,  t h e  M a n  o f  G a l i l e e ,
b u t  t h e y  r e j e c t e d  H i m .  A s  h i s t o r y  h a s  s h o w n ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n
m u c h  b l o o d  o n  t h e i r  h a n d s  f o r  H i s  c r u c i f i x i o n .



their

Future

F o r  a n y  o t h e r  n a t i o n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w o u l d  b e  i m p o s s i b l e
t o  w r i t e .  H o w e v e r ,  S c r i p t u r e  o u t l i n e s  t h e  f u t u r e  o f
I s r a e l .  O n e  c o u l d  s a y  i t  i s  " h i s t o r y  w r i t t e n  i n  a d v a n c e . "
T h e  b i g g e s t  c h a l l e n g e  i s  p l a c i n g  t h e  p r o p h e c i e s  i n
l o g i c a l  o r d e r .  

As we consider the times and mysteries of God, the promises given
through the Old Testament prophets, and the illustration of the two
olive trees, is there anything on the timeline that has taken God by
surprise? What does this tell you about God? 
Using the Jews as a demonstration, how does God feel about rejection
and sin? Are you glad you are under grace?
Does Israel have brighter days ahead? How do you come to this
conclusion?

Read: Hosea 3:4, Luke 21:24, Romans 11:25-27
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Read: Jeremiah 30:10-11; Amos 9:14-15

What clue is given that these verses do NOT refer to Israel's restoration
from Babylonian captivity? According to Isaiah 11:11, at least how many
"restorations" are there? In what ways could the re-establishment of
Israel in 1967 fulfill this promise? 

Read: Jeremiah 16:14-15; Isaiah 43:5-7; Jeremiah 24:6

From which directions will the Jews return to their land? Will they ever
be dispersed again once these promises are fulfilled? 

Read: Ezekiel 37

What does God say the bones represent? 
What do the graves represent? Is this a literal interpretation indicating
a "physical" resurrection of dead bodies (or individuals who had died)
to Israel? Why not? What was the cry in verse 11? If the cry to being "cut
off" instead refers to a spiritual and national deadness, then what is a
better interpretation for the graves?
When God resurrects Israel from being buried in captivity in the
graveyard of nations and returns them to their land, what does He
promise to give them? 
How many tribes will be brought back? What do the vision of the two
sticks represent? (promised also in Jeremiah 3:18).
Read Isaiah 11:11 & 16. Where do these verses suggest that the "lost"
tribes of Israel will come from? 
In verses 21-23, what 3 promises does God make? 



S o  f a r  w e  s e e  t h a t  I s r a e l  h a s  b e e n  c u t  o f f . . . a  p a u s e  b u t t o n
p u s h e d ,  p e r  s e , . . . s o  t h a t  t h e  C h u r c h  c o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,
G e n t i l e s  s a v e d ,  a n d  t h e  J e w s  p r o v o k e d  t o  j e a l o u s y  ( R o m a n s  1 1 : 1 -
1 4 ) .  H o w e v e r ,  G o d  i s  n o t  d o n e  w i t h  I s r a e l .  A t  t h e  r i g h t  t i m e  ( t h e
f u l l n e s s  o f  t h e  G e n t i l e s ,  R o m a n s  1 1 : 2 5 ) ,  G o d  w i l l  b r i n g  I s r a e l  b a c k
t o  t h e i r  p r o m i s e d  l a n d  ( a l l  1 2  t r i b e s ) .  S o  w h a t  i s  t h e  t i m i n g  a n d
m a n n e r  t o  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e s e  p r o m i s e s ?

The timing of the restoration of the Jews hinges on what two events? 
Attempting to put events in proper order, Christ will rapture His
church and the Jews will be gathered from the nations... but
unconverted. Then what happens?

Read: Luke 21:24; Matthew 23:39; Psalm 118:26; Ezekiel 36:24-27 

PAGE 7 

Read: Ezekiel 20:34-38, Ezekiel 22:19-22; Malachi 3:1-3; Zechariah 13:9

Before Israel's conversion there will be a time for their judgment in the
Great Tribulation.  God is the Great Shepherd, so a shepherd's rod is
fitting to bring His sheep home to their fold. Describe their "passing
under the rod." Note similarities in this process with Matthew 25.
Read also Jeremiah 30:4-7. Describe the "melting pot", the "Refiner's
Fire, and the "time of Jacob's trouble." What is the purpose for them? 
What happens when the Jews call upon the name of the Lord in their
misery? Read also Zechariah 12:10. How do you see the work of the Holy
Spirit in this passage? How does this correlate with Zechariah 36:24-27
& 37:14? 
How does the pouring out of the Spirit fulfill the New Covenant in
Jeremiah 31:31-37? 

Read: Isaiah 66:8, Zechariah 14:4

After Israel is judged, calls upon the name of the Lord, receives His
Spirit of grace, and repents by mourning over the One they pierced,
what is promised to happen "in one day?" 
The Jewish nation  will return and assemble before Christ. Describe
similarities from their return from Egypt in Exodus 12:35-36 and what
will occur when they return for the Millennial Kingdom, Isaiah 60:9 &
Isaiah 61:6. 
How does their final return finally fulfill all that was promised to
Abraham (Genesis 15:18 & Ezekiel 48:1-29)?

T h e  T e m p l e  w i l l  b e  r e b u i l t .  T h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  L o r d  w i l l  r e t u r n .  T h e
G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  b e  r e e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h
w i l l  b e  b l e s s e d  t h r o u g h  I s r a e l .  ( Z e c h a r i a h  8 : 2 0 - 2 3 )  


